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Amongst a people so accursed it is idle
to look for those great moral enthusiasms
which in happier countries have trans-
figured whole peoples, gleaming as
beacon lights to guide the march of their
advance. The nation sinks into a kind of
spiritless torpor. In vain did Sir Herbert
White again and again adjure his listeners
to hearken to their elders and suppress
the opium habit, the bane of Burma. " It
is for the people themselves," he declared,
" to see that the mischief of opium is
remedied." Most excellent precept! But
why should they try to please the fair eyes
of an alien Government? How can they
strive when sedulously deprived of all
power and initiative? It is not men
treated as little children, repressed as little
children, who achieve these reformations,
but free citizens, responsible and therefore
zealous for the fair fame of their country.
But to a bureaucrat the power and
virtue of true patriotism must ever remain
a sealed book. Here is an instance. In
reference to the annexation of Upper
Burma, the Lieutenant'-Governor once